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Attorney Docket No. 368B 



Group Art Unit: 2874 
Examiner: Sung H. Pak 



IN THE TTNITF.D STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFTCF, 

In re Application of: 
David C. MITCHELL et al. 
Serial No.: 09/844,827 
Filed: April 27, 2001 

For: METHOD FOR TENSIONING AND 

POSITIONING A FIBER OPTIC CABLE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir/Madam: 

TRANSMITTAL I FTTFR 

Applicants enclose the following document in the above-referenced patent application: 
1 . Amendment. 

If there are any other fees, including any deficiencies, due in connection with the filing of 
this response, please charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-0308. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Dated: December 20, 2002 



CIENA Corporation 
1201 Winterson Road 
Linthicum, MD 21090 
(410) 865-8500 
(410) 865-8001 (fax) 
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Michael R. Cammarata 
Reg. No. 39,491 
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I hereby certify that the Reply and the documents referred to as enclosed therein are being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service on this 20 th day of December 2002 in an envelope as "Express Mail Post GfffceHo Addressee" Mail Label Number 
EV173343083US addressed to Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Wa^fiingtjm, D.C 
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AMENDMENT 

In response to the Official Action dated September 23, 2002, please amend the 
application as follows: 
IN THE ABSTRACT : 

Please amend the Abstract of the Disclosure, as follows: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method for tensioning and positioning a fiber optic cable includes providing and 
securing a first portion of the fiber optic cable in a first support with a first clamp. A second 
portion of the fiber optic cable is then provided in a second support, and secured thereto with a 
second clamp. A cam contacting the second support is then rotated, thereby rotating the second 
support due to its weight and the weight of the second clamp. The rotation of the second support 
creates a gravity-assisted moment arm that uniformly and repeatably tensions and positions the 
fiber optic cable. After the fiber optic cable is uniformly tensioned and positioned, a refractive- 
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